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Stimulus Compromise at $75 Billion 

By CURT ANDERSON, AP Tax Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) - A compromise $75 billion economic stimulus package put forward by a bipartisan group of 
moderate senators could break the stalemate in the Senate, Bush administration officials said Tuesday. 

The proposal, a blend of Democratic and Republican ideas, focuses on the tax cuts that President Bush seeks and 
does not include most of the Democratic government spending items the president opposes. Republicans last week 
used a procedural vote to block a Democratic package on the Senate floor - but the GOP also doesn't have the votes 
for the president's plan. 

Treasury Secretary Paul O'Neill discussed the centrist package Monday in a conference call with six members of the 
Senate's Centrist Coalition, including Democrat John Breaux of Louisiana and Republican Olympia Snowe of Maine. 
O'Neill said Tuesday that the package "has most of the elements in it the president has proposed." 

"I think there's a basis here for a deal," O'Neill said on ABC's "Good Morning America." 

Later Tuesday, O'Neill said next Monday and Tuesday would be critical in determining if a deal was possible and 
stressed that worldwide economic health depends on the United States quickly returning to a high rate of growth. 

"It is critical we get going as fast as possible. This $75 billion, spent in the right way on stimulus, could accelerate 
our improvement," ONeill said. 

Administration officials cautioned that O'Neill did not flatly endorse the entire plan but wants to reach out to 
Democrats interested primarily in tax cuts instead of increasing spending to boost the lagging economy. Democratic 
Sens. Zell Miller of Georgia and Ben Nelson of Nebraska, along with independent Sen. James Jeffords of Vermont, 
have also been pushing the package. 

Tax cuts in the plan include $26 billion for a bonus 20 percent depreciation write-off for business for one year, $4.5 
billion for businesses to deduct current losses against taxes paid up to five years ago and $852 million in enhanced 
expensing deductions for small businesses. 

The plan would accelerate reduction in the 27 percent income tax bracket to 26 percent from 2004 to 2002, enlarge 
by $1,000 the income subject to the new 10 percent tax bracket and authorize $14 billion for a new round of rebate 
checks aimed at lower-income workers. 




































The centrist package also creates a new tax credit to help laid-ofF workers with 50 percent of the costs of COBRA 
health insurance policies, extends all unemployment benefits by 13 weeks and allows $5 billion in grants to states for 
jobless assistance. 

"We've taken the best features of the Democratic and Republican bills and packaged them in a way to get the most 
bipartisan support of anything that’s out there," Breaux said in an interview. 

The legislation does not include a $15 billion package of homeland security spending that Senate Democratic leaders 
have insisted must be a part of any stimulus plan. Breaux suggested that in order to get a deal, that issue would likely 
have to be negotiated separately. 

The move by O'Neill to reach out to centrists could mark a renewed push by the administration to finalize a stimulus 
plan before Congress quits for the year. Breaux said it will take vigorous administration lobbying to break the logjam. 

"What they have to do is offer encouragement with all of the principals to try to broker something they can sign," 
Breaux said. 
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Oregon Backed on Assisted Suicide 

By WILLIAMMcCALL, Associated Press Writer 


PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) - A federal judge extended a court order Tuesday that blocks an attempt by Attorney 
General John Ashcroft to dismantle Oregon's one-of-a-kind law allowing physician-assisted suicides. 


U.S. District Judge Robert Jones extended his Nov. 8 temporary restraining order and gave the state and the Justice 
Department up to five months to prepare their arguments. 

The judge stressed that his order "nullifies giving any legal effect" to Ashcroft's directive - in other words, doctors 
should not fear legal repercussions if they follow the Oregon law. 

The state has asked Jones to permanently block Ashcroft's Nov. 6 order that prohibited doctors from prescribing 
lethal doses of federally controlled drugs to terminally ill patients. The order effectively dismantled the voter- 
approved law. 


At least 70 people have used the law since it took effect, according to state health officials. All have done so with a 
federally controlled drug. 

During a four-hour hearing. Justice Department attorneys repeatedly argued that Oregon does not have the right to 
be an exception to federal drug laws. 


But Steve Bushong, an Oregon assistant attorney general, argued that Ashcroft's order exceeded powers given to him 
by Congress. 


In his directive, Ashcroft said prescribing, dispensing, or administering federally controlled substances to assist 
suicide violates the Controlled Substances Act, passed by Congress in 1970 as part of the nation's war on drug use. 

Bushong argued that by applying the act to physicians who help terminally ill patients hasten their deaths, Ashcroft 
was interpreting the CSA in a way that was not intended by Congress. 

Under Oregon s Death with Dignity Law, doctors may provide - but not administer - a lethal prescription to 
terminally ill adult state residents. It requires two doctors to agree the patient has less than six months to live, has 
voluntarily chosen to die and is capable of making health care decisions. 

The measure was approved by voters in 1994, survived legal challenges, and was re-approved in a 1997 referendum 

































by a wide margin. 


Ashcroft's order reversed a 1998 order by his predecessor, Janet Reno. The state accused him of stripping Oregon's 
right to govern the practice of medicine. 

Many Oregon doctors have been reluctant to assist with suicides because of Ashcroft's order, said Brad Wright, who 
is with Compassion in Dying, a group that supports physician-assisted suicide. 

Included in court documents are statements by four terminally ill patients who have joined the state in its lawsuit 
against Ashcroft. 

One plaintiff, 68-year-old Karl Stansell, has terminal throat cancer. He's received chemotherapy and radiation therapy, 
and is being fed through a feeding tube. His doctors have told him he has less than six months to live as the cancer 
spreads through his body. 


Eventually I will be unable to swallow anything and will die in agony," Stansell said. 
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Suddenly Ashcroft thinks he’s a doctor 

Published Monday, Nov. 19, 2001, in the San Jose Mercury News 

Power play to try to stop assisted suicide in Oregon tramples on states' rights 

ATTORNEY General John Ashcroft fervently defends the principle of states' rights, until it no longer suits his 
purpose. 


Last week, Ashcroft ran roughshod over it. He told federal drug officials to prosecute Oregon's doctors who 
prescribe drugs in accordance with that state's physician-assisted suicide law. 


In doing so, he dismissed the will of Oregon voters, who twice passed referendums establishing assisted suicide. 
He disregarded the intent of the U.S. Supreme Court, which said that states can decide the issue for themselves. 
And he took it upon himself to try what Congress twice has refused to do: ban assisted suicide nationwide. 

Ashcroft can't do anything for now. Oregon's attorney general is fighting Ashcroft's order, and a federal judge has 
granted a restraining order, pending a hearing this week . But many Oregonians are angry at Ashcroft's power 
play. 

Oregon is the only state to permit assisted suicide. Since the law took effect four years ago, 70 terminally ill 
people - fewer than 20 per year - have ended their lives with narcotics prescribed by physicians. Only individuals 

with less than six months to live, judged mentally competent by two doctors, are eligible for assisted suicide under 
the law. 


Ashcroft directed the Drug Enforcement Agency to revoke licenses of doctors who prescribe lethal doses of 
federally regulated drugs. He cited the recent Supreme Court ruling that the federal government can override state 
laws permitting the use of marijuana for medicinal purposes. 

But that decision, dealing with illegal drugs, provides a thin rationale for tramping on states' right to regulate the 
practice of medicine - a power Congress has traditionally ceded to states. It's also a selective reading of the 
Supreme Court. While rejecting a constitutional right to assisted suicide, a majority of judges said in a 1997 ruling 
that states should have latitude to permit assisted suicide. Justice Sandra Day O'Connor cited the benefit of having 
states serve as a "laboratory" on difficult issues. 

Ashcroft instructed the drug agency to pursue only those doctors who prescribed drugs to intentionally cause 
death, not those who may have hastened death in an effort to relieve pain. But Oregon’s doctors have cause for 
worry if drug agents start looking over their shoulders, deciding how and if they can practice medicine. 

Given current events, Ashcroft should be directing all his energy on fighting terror, not terrifying doctors in 
Oregon who are complying with the public's will and their patients' wishes. 
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ofe gon Se7a'°on° formulating policies to accommodate our changing society. ^ n e f '"'awl 

Supreme Court issued the Roe v. Wade decision. It was the first to decriminalize marijuana. And its laws for managing sp 

have become a national model. 

Oreoon was also the first state to allow for physician-assisted suicide for terminally ill patients. Anti-abortion c ° nse ^ t ' v ®® are 
SwE law which has survived legal challenges and was approved twice by Oregon s voters. US. Ally. Gen. John 
Ashcroft has taken up their cause and now seeks to eviscerate Oregon s Death with Dignity Act. 

Mr Ashcroft did not attack the law directly. He would leave the Oregon law on the books. Instead he ordered the Drug 
E nforce m e nt Ad min ist rati o n to punish doctors who prescribe lethal drugs by removing their licenses to prescribe medication. 
In other words, the DEA can destroy livelihoods of doctors who follow it. 


Let us not ignore state rights. It happens that regulating medical practices is generally a state^nction. 

conservatives display no small amount of hypocrisy when they demand more power for the states, then call in the federal 

police when the states do something they don't like. 

Oregon's physician-assisted-suicide law recognizes the realities of modern medicine. In former times, a serious disease would 
carry off a sick person rather quickly. Now medicine can keep people with several potentially fatal ailments going for years in 

pain. 


For example, pneumonia was called "the old man's best friend" because it took an elderly and dying person out of his misery 
with dispatch. Today a quick injection of antibiotics can revive a seriously ill person for many more months of agony. 


The Death with Dignity Act gave modern medicine the legal means to help patients end miserable lives. It lets doctors write 
lethal prescriptions for patients with less than six months to live, as certified by two physicians. The patients must take the 
drugs themselves. About 70 people have used the law to hasten their deaths. Others keep the drugs only as a kind of 
insurance that leaves them the option to escape a horrible end, should they choose to. 


Of course, doctors already help patients die through the back door of "pain reduction." Narcotics, such as morphine, ease 
pain, but by repressing the patient's breathing, they also rush death. Medical experts in states without an assisted-suicide law 
fear that Mr. Ashcroft's order will involve the federal government deeply in crisis situations best handled by doctors and 
patients. 

Choosing this time of national crisis to insert himself into a complicated social issue reflects serious misjudgment on Mr. 
Ashcroft's part. "This attorney general is supposed to be figuring out who's responsible for the anthrax," said Oregon Gov. 
John Kitzhaber, himself a physician. "To introduce this divisive issue at this point in time is just, to me, unthinkable." 


Oregon has filed suit in federal court to stop federal interference in its physician-assisted suicide law. We urge Mr. Ashcroft to 
back off from this campaign against patients, doctors and state sovereignty. 
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